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terms like nation, nationality, national sentiment, admit of
different interpretations, it is not always clear which track the
historian should follow. As a rule each historian selected those
facts as relevant which accorded best with his own idea of nation-
ality. The result was a one-sided picture which often disguised
a political ideology.
Liberal historians who conceived nationhood as the status of
a free, independent, sovereign people, and nationality mainly as
a striving for political liberty, tried to solve the problem by
describing the rise of freedom in nations and the liberation of
nations from foreign domination. It is true that these strivings
have been of the greatest importance for the growth of nationality.
Yet this is only pne of the aspects of the problem. We are faced
to-day with a form of nationalism which denies all freedom both
to its own people and to others, and according to the Liberal con-
cept it would appear that a people ceases to be a nation under
a totalitarian dictatorship. Other writers have seen the essential
characteristic of nationhood in a wide and firm unity, comprising
especially all peoples speaking the same language. They would
deny, therefore, that small peoples, or peoples of the same tongue
but living in separate states; such as the Greek city states, may
be called nations. From this point of view the historian has to
follow the formation of a strong central power and the amalgama-
tion of small states into a big one. The prussianizing school of
historiography tended to give the impression that there was
hardly a German nationality before the Hohenzollerns created
National Unity through their military power-state, and Bismarck
imposed it upon the whole of Germany. Frederick " the Great "
and many other princes who did their best to destroy the unity
and strength of the old Empire, and who allowed large sections
of the German people to fall under foreign domination in order
to obtain foreign support for their own aggrandizement, appear
in these histories as national heroes. But also many democratic
historians regarded unity as the most important aim of national
aspirations and believed that territorial centralization was neces-
sary for social unification. This was the reason why the French
Revolution abolished the historic provinces.
The Romanticists and traditionalists regarded a distinctive
and original national character as the most important element of
nationality. They believed that mediaeval institutions, popular
customs, and old traditions contained the wisdom of the fore-
fathers and expressed the true soul of the people. This concept
of nationality inspired many writers, and among them eminent